Improve Performance by
Turning Off Some Visual Effects

There are nearly 20 visual effects that you can adjust, but there's also a means to
have the computer decide what's best. Or, if you prefer, you can simply indicate
that you want things adjusted for the best performance, and Windows will select
which elements should be adjusted.

In order to get to the point where you can adjust your effects, use a little-known
Keyboard shortcut: Windows key + Pause/Break.

S e 2= Windows 10

From the System Screen (see above figure) click Advanced system settings (left column).
Click Yes to give permission to open the Advanced system settings.

The Advanced tab will open in the System Properties window. From here, click on Settings from
within the Settings area. (see figure immediately below)
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System Properties

Computer Name Hardware Advanced System Protection Remote

You must be logged on as an Administrator to make most of these changes.

Performance

Visual effects, processor scheduling, memory usage. and virual memaory

User Profiles

Desktop settings related to your sign-in
Settings...

Startup and Recovery
System startup. system failure, and debugging information

Settings...

| Environment Variables... |

| 0K | | Cancel | | Apply |

The following dialog box will appear, showing four choices.

Visual Effects | Advanced | Data Execution Prevention |

Select the settings you want to use for the appearance and
performance of Windows on this computer.

() Let Windows choose what's best for my computer
() Adjust for best appearance

() Adjust for best performance

(®) Custom:

Animate controls and elements Inside windows
Animate windows when minimizing and maximizing
Animations In the taskbar
Enable Peek
Fade or slide menus into view
Fade or slide ToolTips Into view
| Fade out menu items after clicking

| Save taskbar thumbnall previews
| Show shadows under mouse pointer
Show shadows under windows
Show thumbnails instead of lcons
| Show translucent selaction ractangle
Show window contants while dragging
Slide open combo boxes
Smooth edges of screen fonts
Smooth-scroll list boxes
Use drop shadows for icon labels on the desktop
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The Visual Effects tab of the Performance Options dialog box.
There is a custom combination that provides optimum use of CPU speed and visualization. (Show
shadows under mouse pointer; Show thumbnails instead of icons; and Smooth edges of screen
fonts.)

Once you have your options the way you want them, click OK to have them immediately go into
effect.
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